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It is highly important, when occupying ourselves with the statistics 
of any considerable population, that we make, in the first instance, 
a clear and large outline of the principal features of the subject, so 
that every matter of detail may readily find its appropriate place in 
our minds, and serve as a colouring to heighten the effect of the 
great picture we have thus mentally placed before us, and to give it, 
in a manner, reality and life. 

Without some such plan, the aggregation of details overwhelms 
without informing the mind ; the colouring which, well distributed, 
would form an impressive picture, only serves to create a confused 
and meaningless daub. 

I. — Divisions. 

The divisions made use of in the following pages, are seventeen 
in number, or rather sixteen, besides the Island of Corsica, which 
naturally constitutes a little division by itself. 

None of the continental divisions contain much less than a mil- 
lion of inhabitants, and their average population is about two 
millions. 
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In area, they are more unequal ; but the remarkable peculiarities 
observable in Alsace, amply justify the constitution of that province 
into a separate division ; and motives of expediency also dictated the 
creation of the divisions of the Alps and the Adour. 

If Eoussillon had not been so diminutive a country, it would 
have fully deserved a separate place. Under the circumstances, 
however, it has been thought best to annex it to the contiguous 
group of departments, comprising the vallies of the Upper Garonne 
and of its tributaries. 

If the department of the Isere could have been subdivided, the 
valley of that river would have been allotted to the division of the 
Alps ; and with it the city of Grenoble, which would have become 
the capital of that division. 

Enumerated shortly, the divisions are nine in tlie north, viz.: — 

Flanders, Picardy, &e. in which are Lille, Amiens, Laon. 

Alsace „ Strasbourg, Mulhausen. 

Lorraine and Franche Comte „ Metz, Epinal, Besancon. 

Upper Seine ,, Dijon, Troyes, Bheims. 

Lower Seine „ Paris, Havre, Rouen. 

Western Normandy, with Maine, &c. „ Caen, Alencon, Le Mans. 

"Western Brittany „ Brest, Lorient, Bennes. 

Lower Loire „ Nantes, Angers, Poitiers. 

Middle Loire „ Tours, Orleans, Bourges. 

And seven in the south, viz.: — 

Mediterranean Coast in which are Marseilles, Montpellier, Avignon. 

Alps ,, Valence, Digue, Gap. 

Lower Saone ,, Lyons, Grenoble, Macon. 

Auvergne, Limosin, &c. „ Clermont, Limoges. 

Lower Garonne „ Bordeaux, Perigueux, Angouleme. 

Upper Garonne and Eoussillon „ Toulouse, Perpignan. 

Adour » Bayonne, Tarbes. 

And the table numbered XII in Appendix exhibits their actual 
populations and some statistics of births, deaths and marriages.* 

II. — Crops liaised m the Several Divisions. 

In a country so large as France, and where the climate and soil 
vary from the moist plains of Flanders to the arid heaths of 
Brittany and the slopes of the Alps and Pyrenees, a corresponding 

* The statistics throughout this paper are principally derived from two official 
works, viz.:— 

1. "Statistique de la Prance. Deuxieine serie, tome viii. Statistique 
" Agricole," published in 1860. The values of produce are for the year 1852, bub 
the estimated produce "in an ordinary year" is also stated. This work is very 
elaborate. 

2. " Statistique de la Prance. Mouvement de la Population, pendant les Annec9 
" 1855, 1856, et 1857. Deuxieme serin, tome x," published in 1861. 

VOI.. XXIX. PAET II. S 
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variety in the productions raised may be reasonably looked for. 
And indeed, where the manufacturing, mining, and urban elements 
are not prominent enough to furnish, as in England, the leading 
principles, by which any large grouping of districts must be governed, 
hardly any course can be more natural than to look to agriculture, 
the remaining great interest, for those distinctions, at once import- 
ant and local, upon which every such classification must be based. 

The production of wheat and oats is so general throughout 
Prance, that it is the exception when these kinds of grain fall below 
one-third in value of the total produce. This happens in Alsace, 
where the potato assumes greater importance than elsewhere in 
France ; in Auvergne, where, as well as in Brittany, rye forms an 
enormous portion of the crop, and in the Adour valley, where maize, 
to a great extent, takes the place of other corn. 

Wine is produced, to some extent, in every one of the divisions ; 
but its production is insignificant in Brittany, Normandy, and 
Flanders.* In the north, it is most largely produced in the division 
of the Upper Seine (Champagne) and in that of the Middle Loire. 

In the south of France there are two divisions in which wine 
constitutes about one-fourth in value of the whole crop, viz., that of 
the Lower Garonne (around Bordeaux) and that of the Mediterranean 
coast. In the latter, however, the produce of the vineyards does 
not bear a very high reputation. In Auvergne and in the Alpine 
division wine forms, on the other hand, a comparatively unimportant 
fraction of the total produce, amounting in Auvergne to little 
more than one-twentieth of the entire crop. 

As might be expected, artificial meadows are more common near 
Paris than elsewhere in France ; the growth of roots and beans is 
also a feature most largely developed in the northern provinces. In 
French Flanders the multiplicity of the objects of culture is very 
striking. Olives and mulberries do not anywhere constitute a 
valuable portion of the crop, except in the south-eastern divisions of 
the Alps, the Mediterranean coast and Corsica. 

The extensive pasturages of the mountainous Auvergne, and the 
comparative scantiness of those of the Mediterranean coast, and some 
of the northern divisions, constitute the last features which appear 
deserving of notice, in this very slight survey of the agricultural pro- 
ductions of the French territory. Two Tables (Nos. I and II) at 
the end of this paper will furnish the more precise ratios, upon which 
it is founded. From these, the following general statements are 
extracted: — 

In the north of France, although the climate is more congenial 
to the growth of grain, roots, and grasses, than that of the vine and 

* The southern part of department Aisne, in the Flemish division, is however 
to be excepted from this remark. 
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olive, nevertheless the value of the crops is greater, in comparison 
with the population, than in the south ; the ratios being respectively 
1 68 and 140 frs. per head, excluding the products of domestic 
animals. 

The comparative importance of the respective agricultural pro- 
ductions, in the north and in the south, may be stated thus : — 



Wheat and oats 

Eye, meteil, and buckwheat 

Barley 

Artificial meadows] 

Potatoes 

Hoots, beans, &c 

Pasturages 

Maize 

Wine 

Olives, mulberries, &c .... 



North. 



46-4 
9-8 
4-0 
7-6 

3'5 
"•5 
io - 4 



94 * 
•1 

•7 



ioo - o 



South. 



34-2 
116 

1-4 

4-3 

3-7 

6-2 
15-3 



76-7 
39 

156 
3-8 



100-0 



III. — Education . 

The state of education in France does not present so near an 
approach to uniformity in the various provinces as is observable in 
our own country. Indeed, scarcely anything can be more striking 
than the contrast between the comparatively instructed populations 
of the old German provinces, and the wofully uninstructed ones in 
the centre, south and west. In passing from Strasbourg through 
Troyes to Orleans and Nantes, the divisions traversed give the 
following results : — 



Alsace 

Lorraine, &c. 
Upper Seine 
Middle Loire 
Lower Loire 



Married, who could not Sign (1856). 



Males. 



Per cnt. 

»•$ 

5 - 4 

i4 - 3 

49-0 

46-4 



Females. 



Per cnt. 

6-9 
132 
22-8 
61-8 
66-0 



And proceeding a little farther, in nearly the same direction, we 
arrive at "Western Brittany, where the proportions of those who 
could not sign their names were 57*1 males, and 68*o females, out of 
every hundred married. 

Western Brittany is the division where the males are worst 

s2 
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instructed. But there is a lower depth yet for the females. In the 
south-west corner of Prance lie the divisions — 



Lower Garonne 

Adour 

Upper Garonne, &o. 



Married, who could not Sign (1858). 



Males. 



Per cnt. 
42-7 

35 - 3 
38-8 



Females. 



Per cnt. 
680 

72-4 
69-7 



In which the proportional number of illiterate women is as great or 
greater than in Brittany. 

In the Island of Corsica, as many as 82 women in the hundred 
were unable to sign their names. 

In the large inland division of Auvergne, the degrees of igno- 
rance (for both sexes) were about equal to those in Lower Loire. 

In the department of the Seine (Paris), the proportions were 5*3 
males, and 15*1 females unable to sign, but in the rest of the division 
of the Lower Seine, the figures were 18 '8 males, and 27*4 females, 
making an average for the division of 12-6 males and 21-8 females in 
the hundred, unable to sign their names.* 

It cannot be doubted that the state of education has an import- 
ant influence on the physical condition of any population. 

It will be interesting to notice to what extent the manners and 
the sanitary condition of the populations of the several Prench 
divisions appear to vary, so far as the scanty materials at hand will 
permit, bearing in mind, of course, the geographical peculiarities 
which always have so large an influence on such matters. 

IV. — Ages at Marriage. 

The age at marriage is given with a good deal of minuteness in 
the French returns. The following summary will however convey a 
sufficiently distinct idea of the ages at which the people marry, in 
the southern and northern divisions respectively : — 





Nine northern Divisions. 


Eight Southern Divisions. 




Males. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 




3.974 
39.443 
5 6 .oi5 
30,980 

15.725 
20,992 


26,628 
60,143 
38,819 
19,309 
9,989 
12,241 


3.815 
16,682 

37.734 
23.«74 
1 1.965 

'3.9°2 

1 


24,107 


25-80 

30-35 


42,485 
25,533 
12,587 


40 and upwards .... 


5,919 
6,641 

1 


Totals 


167,129 


117,272 



* See Appendix, Table III, where the averages for France are shown to be 
31*1 males and 47*0 females signing with marks, to every 100 marriages. 
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It will be seen that the women marry in greater proportional 
numbers, at the earlier ages, in the south than they do in the north. 
The following ratios will make this clear : — 





Nine Northern Divisions. 


Eight Southern Divisions. 




Males. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 


Under 28 


33*5 
i 


51-9 
23-2 
24-9 

< 


26"0 
4f8 


56-8 


25-30 


21-8 


30 and upwards .... 


21-4, 




IOO'O 


IOO - 



The divisions taken separately show the following peculiarities :* 

Late marriages, among both sexes, are the rule in Alsace, Lor- 
raine, and Brittany, and also in the valley of the Adour. 

The males also marry late in the Alpine division and that of the 
Lower Saone, while the females marry late in Western Normandy 
and in the division of the Lower Loire. These may all be treated 
as divisions where late marriages among both sexes are comparatively 
numerous, the remainder being the divisions where late marriages 
(age above 30) form a proportion of the whole not exceeding 42*9 
per cent, in the case of males, and 22*6 per cent, in that of females. 

Early marriages, among both sexes, take place in the divisions of 
the Upper Seine, Middle Loire, Lower Garonne, and Mediterranean 
coast. 

Early marriages among males are prevalent in Flanders and in 
the valley of the Lower Seine. On the other hand, females marry 
early in the division of the Upper Garonne, and in Corsica. 

In the large interior division of Auvergne, the ages at marriage 
do not vary much from the average. 

If Paris be taken separately, the division of the Lower Seine 
appears more peculiarly one of early marriages, so far as the provin- 
cials are concerned, the Parisians marrying late. 

To show the extent of the variation hi different divisions, the 
following figures may be useful : — 





To 100 Marriages. 




Males 
under 25. 


Females 
under 36. 




i«-3 
i8-6 

*4'4 
32-1 

36-1 
17-9 

i8-s 

27'7 
28-4 

31-5 


86-1 
41-2 
48-1 
60-2 
64-3 
49-5 

47-3 
69-7 
632 
59-7 








I/ower Seine (excluding Paris).... 









* See Table IV, Appendix, 
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As the marriages of the two sexes appear in the great majority 
of instances either to be both early or both late in the same divisions, 
it may perhaps be thought a safe inference, that the tendency to 
moral restraint, or the reverse, is in some measure indicated by the 
proportions of early marriages. We shall not find, however, that 
the absolute number of marriages is larger in proportion to popu- 
lation, where early marriages are frequent, than in other quarters. 
At least, there is not such a decided coincidence in the two orders 
of facta as to serve for the basis of an argument. 

V. — Marriage-Bates. 

It might be found very interesting, could we compare the 
absolute numbers of marriages contracted by unmarried and 
widowed persons, at the several ages, with the total numbers of 
such persons at the like ages ; but the absence of the latter class of 
information prevents such a comparison being drawn. In different 
parts of France, it is likely that the proportion of unmarried persons 
to the population varies considerably ; but we have no alternative 
at present, except to compare the total marriages with the total 
population. 

Proceeding in this manner, we find* that marriages are generally 
most numerous in Paris, and in the division of the Lower Saone, 
where they are late, and in Upper Seine, Middle Loire, Lower 
G-aronne, and Mediterranean coast, where they are early. These 
divisions include, besides the capital, the cities of Lyons, Bordeaux, 
and Marseilles, and the figures thus point to a numerical augmen- 
tation of marriages in large towns, no matter whether the practice in 
them be to marry early or late. 

On the other hand, marriages are fewest in the late-marrying 
divisions of the Adour, Brittany, Western Normandy, and Alsace. 

VI. — Civil Condition. 

The civil condition of the French population, resulting from the 
operation of natural causes, combined with the more or less early, 
and numerous, marriages which take place among them, may be 
summed up as follows,t disregarding the numbers of the widowed 
as not of material importance for our present purpose. 

The proportion of unmarried males is higher at the ages 20 — 40, 
and lower after 50, in France than in England. But the female 
population of Prance presents a larger proportional number of 
married persons, at all ages, than that of England. 

The ages at marriage in England cannot be given with the same 
precision as the civil condition of the people. We find, however, 
that in 1855, out of 152,113 marriages solemnized, the exact ages of 
* See Table III, Appendix. t See Table V, Appendix. 
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both parties were specified in 87,696 instances. The imperfect 
information thus obtained as to the ages of bachelors and spinsters 
at marriage, is compared below with the complete numbers for 
France in the same year, and will serve to explain how it is that the 
civil conditions in the two populations are not more dissimilar. 



Ages. 


England. 


France. 


Bachelors, 


Spinsters. 


Bachelors. 


Spinsters. 




2,054 
39,819 
21,564 
7,391 
2,764 
2,031 


10,567 

42,706 

16,377 

5,722 

2,352 

1,922 


7,259 
73,328 
85,726 

45.273 
19,097 

I3. 6 62 


53,212 


20-25 


104,067 


25-30 


58,132 


30-35 


25,535 


35-40 


11,859 




9,557 




Totals 


75,623 
12,073 


79,646 
8,050 


244.345 
38,990 


262,362 




20,973 




87,696 


87,696 


283,335 


283,335 





These figures, in combination with those just mentioned, lead to 
the conclusion that males marry later in France than in England ; 
but that the marriages of females are not much longer postponed in 
that country than with us. 

VII.— Birth-Bates. 

It would have been well, had it been practicable, to compare the 
births with the numbers of married women, or women generally, at 
the child-bearing period of life. However, we are only enabled to 
compare them with the gross population* 

Births appear to be relatively most numerous in the division of 
Alsace, where marriages are few and late, and least numerous in that 
of "Western Normandy, where, though marriages are even less 
numerous than in Alsace, they are earlier. Some cause, apart from 
the custom of the people as to marriage, must exist, for such a dis- 
parity in the proportion of births. Thus — 



Alsace 

Western Normandy 
Lower Loire 



Marriages 

per 

1,000 Inhabitants. 



7-5 

7'2 

7-4 



Proportion 

of "Women Marrying 

under 

35 Years of Age. 



36*1 

48-1 

47'7 



Births per 
1,000 Inhabitants. 



32-3 
21*3 

24"9 



A further examination of the birth-rates in the year 1856, does 
* See Table III, Appendix. 
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not present less singular results. Thus, we find in Brittany and 
the division of the Adour, higher proportions of births than in 
Lower Garonne and Upper Seine. Comparative lateness and even 
paucity of marriages do not seem to be at all incompatible with 
relatively high birth-rates, and vice versa". 



Brittany , 

Adour 

Lower Garonne 
Upper Seine .... 



Marriages 

per 

1,000 Inhabitants. 



7-0 
6-9 

8-3 
8-o 



Proportion 

of Women Marrying 

under 

25 Years of Age. 



42-7 
47-3 
69-7 
60-0 



Births per 
1,000 Inhabitants. 



29*8 

25'° 

*3 # 7 



Perplexed by these figures, we may reasonably consult the 
statistics of neighbouring countries, in order to ascertain what is 
usual out of France. "We shall find that, in the same year (1856), a 
marriage-rate of 8*5 in England was co-existent with a birth-rate of 
35*0 per 1,000 inhabitants; and that Belgium, with a marriage-rate 
of 7 # 3, had 29'6 births per 1,000 inhabitants. 

Bather more than four births to one marriage were recorded in 
both these countries. The same may be said of Brittany and 
Alsace. The divisions affected by exceptional circumstances must, 
therefore, be looked for among those where the birth-rate is 
relatively low. 

Omitting the divisions of Brittany, Corsica and Alsace, in which 
alone the full ratio of four births to a marriage was attained, the 
others, in which, during the years 1855-56-57, not less than 3*4 
births to a marriage were recorded, were : — 



Flanders. 
Late. Few. Alps. 

Mediterranean coast. 



Few. Auvergne. 
Late. Few. Adour. 



The remaining divisions, in which the proportion ranged from 
2 "6 to 3*2 births to each marriage, were: — 

Late. Few. 



Late. 
Late. 



Few. 
Few. 



Lower Seine. 
Middle Loire. 
Western Normandy. 
Lower Loire. 
Upper Seine. 



Late. 



Few. 



Lorraine. 
Lower Saone. 
Lower Garonne. 
Upper Garonne. 



In Brittany and Alsace, where births were most numerous com- 
pared with marriages, the marriages were late. The same may be 
said of those in the divisions marked above with the word late ; in 
the rest the marriages were comparatively early. 

In Brittany, Corsica and Alsace, the marriages were compara- 
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tively/ew. This, it is true, will have favoured the calculation of a 
high relative birth-rate. But the same may be said of the divisions 
above distinguished by the word few. 

If, therefore, it be urged that in Lower Garonne marriages were 
early and numerous, and that, from this being a new or unusual 
state of things, the number of births was not correspondingly great ; 
even supposing the facts did not contradict such a statement, it is at 
least in our power to point to Western Normandy and Lower Loire, 
for unexceptionable instances of low birth-rates. It may further be 
added, that were the lowest marriage-rate in any division, substi- 
tuted in lieu of that observed in Lower Garonne, we should still 
have to account for a birth-rate so low as to equal only 3*2 times the 
number of marriages. 

The meaning of these statistics will perhaps become more 
evident when we have considered those of mortality and increase of 
population. 

VIII.— Death-Bates. 

I have once more to regret the imperfection of the materials at 
my disposal. Were I in possession of the numbers of the living at 
each age, much more clear and valuable results might be arrived at 
under this head. 

The average death-rate in France was, in the year 1856, 23*2 per 
1,000. In Belgium the death-rate was 21*5, and in England it 
was 20*8 per 1,000, in the same year. This was a peculiarly healthy 
one for both the last-mentioned countries, but not specially so for 
France. 

The mortality there was highest in the following divisions :* — 

Adour. 



B. Brittany (Western). 
B. Mediterranean coast. 
B. Alps. 
Auvergne. 



B. Corsica. 

L. Lower Saoue. 



In the following divisions it did not deviate widely from the 

average:— 

B. Alsace. I L. Middle Loire. 

L. Lower Seine. | L. Upper Garonne. 

In the rest, the mortality was relatively low, viz., in the divisions 
of— 



Flanders. 
L. Lorraine. 
L. Upper Seine. 



L. Western Normandy. 
L. Lower Loire. 
L. Lower Garonne. 



It is not an uncommon thing with us to observe a high death- 
rate where there is a large birth-rate, The same improvident habits 
and absence of intelligent and conscientious feeling, which too often 
lead to early and numerous marriages, also tend to augment the 

* See Table III, Appendix. 
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number of lives unnecessarily sacrificed. A low death-rate, however, 
is seldom accompanied in England by a corresponding depression in 
the number of births, and consequently those districts contribute 
most largely to the increase of the population, not where the birth- 
rates are highest, but where the deaths are least numerous. 

Of the five French divisions which in 1856 exhibited the highest 
absolute birth-rates, four were among the most remarkable for a 
heavy mortality ; the fifth was Alsace, one of the divisions where the 
mortality came near the national average. 

The divisions where the relative birth-rates (or the proportions 
of births to a marriage) appear to be peculiarly low, are marked 
thus " L." They correspond pretty closely with those in which the 
absolute birth-rates are under the average. 

"With few births then, we perceive there are generally few deaths; 
with many births, many deaths. But the mortality, where excessive, 
is not always rendered so by a mere loss of infant life. In Brittany, 
if not in the Mediterranean coast division, the excess, it would 
appear, continues through life. 

IS. — Bates of Increase of Population. 

The increase of population in France is not distributed so 
unequally as in England. The immense growth of Paris is the 
principal exception to the general stagnation in this respect : — 

In the Jive years, 1841-46, the increase was — 

Per Cent. 

North ITrance 688,445 or 3-4 

South 484,603 „ 3-4 

And in the ten years succeeding, it was — 

Per Cent. 

North France 431,406 or ri 

South „ 204,732 „ j -4 

During the same period, the increase in England must have been at 
the rate of nearly 6 per cent, in each five years, more or less ; the 
ratio during the ten years 1841-51 having been 13, and during the 
next ten years, 12 per cent. 

The divisions which exhibited the highest rates of increase in the 
five years 1841-46 (when every one increased in population to some 
extent) were — 

Per Cent. 

Mediterranean coast , 6'6 

Lower Seine 5'6 

,, Loire 47 

Brittany 1....1 ; ; 4*4 

Middle Loire 4*4 

Alsace 4*2 

Corsica 1 3'9 

Auvergne 3"6 

Lower Saone , , 3*4 
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In the next ten years six divisions absolutely lost ground, and the 
increase in two others was merely nominal. In five, however, the 
rate exceeded 3 per cent., viz. : — 

Per Cent. 

Lower Seine 87 

Mediterranean coast 6 - 9 

Lower Loire 4 - 6 

Corsica ■ 4-3 

Middle Loire , 3*4 

In these five divisions, therefore, there was an appreciable 
increase of population, not only in the ten years 1846-56, but also 
in the five years immediately preceding. 

The increase of population in France is principally due to the 
excess of births over deaths. This was, in the periods alluded to, as 
under : — 



1841-45 
'46-50 
'51-55 



Excess of Births. 



918.713 
519.897 
353.290 



Ascertained Increase. 



1,171,583 
881,298 
256,305 



It will be observed that the rate of increase, diminished by a 
falling off in the births and an augmentation of the deaths, was still 
further abated by emigration during the ten years 1846-55. 

The natural increase in the year 1856, amounted to y2 per 
1,000, being rather above the average of the preceding ten years, 
though lower than that of the years 1841-45, and less than one-third 
of what is usual in England. The excess of births over deaths was 
greatest in the following divisions : — 

Per 1,000 
Inhabitants. 

Alsace <)•% 

Flanders 6 - j 

Corsica 6 - 3 

Lower Loire , 4 - 6 

Alps 4- 1 

Middle Loire 4"o 

Lorraine 4 - o 

Lower Seine 3-9 

Alsace and Flanders, though at the head of this list, do not 
figure among the divisions exhibiting the greatest real increase in 
the ten years 1846-56. There was probably a considerable emigra- 
tion from each of these divisions to other parts of France and across 
the frontier during that period. Lower Seine and Mediterranean 
coast may probably have been the chief recipients of the emigrants 
from these and the remaining divisions. 
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Tbe greatest absolute decrease in population during the ten years 
was in Lorraine ; in Upper Seine and Alsace there was also a 
decrease, as well as in the divisions of "Western Normandy, Adour, 
and Upper Garonne. If we assume that the average natural 
increase of population in 1846-55, equalled that observed in 1856 in 
Alsace and Lorraine, the loss of population during the ten years 
must have been even greater in the former than in the latter 
division. If then the people of Alsace had been actuated by the 
same views as those of Lower Garonne and many other parts of 
Trance, it is likely that they would have restricted the births which 
happened amongst them to a smaller comparative number than they 
actually did, having seemingly such urgent reason for doing so. 

X. — Concluding BemarJcs. 

If the facts now stated be carefully examined, it will, I think, be 
admitted that the increase of population is stringently repressed in 
all parts of France. In the greater portion this is effected both by 
deferring marriages and by special prudential checks. 

It appears certain that the two methods alluded to are by no 
means equally prevalent in all the French provinces. In Alsace, 
where marriage is deferred longer than anywhere else, the other 
check is perhaps not resorted to ; for the marriages appear to be not 
less prolific than in England. In Brittany, too, this would seem to 
be the case, and perhaps in a few other divisions the depression of 
births is mainly effected by temporary abstinence from marriage. 

However, when we take into consideration that the populations 
of Alsace and Britanny, divisions where marriages are fewer and 
longer deferred than usual, yield larger numbers of births than those 
of any other parts of continental France, we are forced to conclude 
that the figures on which we are commenting are abnormal, or else 
that the repressive practices above alluded to prevail to a compara- 
tively great extent in those provinces where, though marriages are 
numerous, births are few. 

In the Appendices will be found evidence that the figures upon 
which the above statements are based are in accordance with the 
experience of several years, and the inference is irresistible that 
the marriage-rate affords no useful criterion of the condition and 
prospects of French populations, because, owing to the preventive 
practice, the act of marriage is in France divested of the chief respon- 
sibilities which make Englishmen await a favourable opportunity for 
its completion. 

Where (1) the mortality is constantly high, or where (2) prosperity 
enables the population to increase with some rapidity, one or other 
of the checks is relaxed, or is not adopted, and the births are thus 
allowed to rise to a higher point than usual. Brittany affords a 
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striking example of the former ease, but we look in vain for a good 
illustration of the other.* 

The population of Alsace, more Germanic than IVench, perhaps 
resists the introduction of the preventive practice, and as the num- 
ber of inhabitants in that division remains almost stationary, the 
surplus population arising from the excess of births over deaths, has 
evidently been compelled to emigrate. That emigration, even, is 
distasteful to the people of this province, seems probable, however, 
for they have, done their utmost, apparently, to repress births by 
deferring their marriages, and they have also extended the cultiva- 
tion of the potato, a plant well known to favour the maintenance of 
a comparatively large population. 

It may seem singular that in Alsace, the most educated, and in 
Brittany, the least instructed population in Prance, it equally 
appears to be the fact that the preventive check is very little used. 
But while the people of the former division probably act from prin- 
ciple and long established habit, the Bretons seem by their very 
ignorance and the high mortality which it allows of, to be at once 
rendered insensible to consequences and freed from the necessity of 
placing any great restraint upon their inclinations. 

Brittany, it has been seen, differs from its neighbours, "Western 
Normandy and Lower Loire, in mortality and births, but not in the 
paucity and lateness of marriages, which in fact characterise them 
all. We are thus led to think that the preventive practice is 
accompanied in some cases by an amelioration in the death-rate,f 
and which again by leaving fewer vacant places in an almost sta- 
tionary population, would render the practice itself the more 
imperatively necessary. 

Mere ignorance, again, must not be taken as a sufficient cause 
for a high rate of mortality; for although Brittany, the most 
ignorant, is also the most unhealthy division, and though the high 
rate of mortality observed there appears to affect both sexes of all 
ages, instead of being confined to a mere sacrifice of infant life, it 
is nevertheless the fact that the people of the Lower Loire are 
almost as uneducated, and among them a much less excessive mor- 
tality prevails. 

To resume. The population of France at the higher ages, contains 
at least as large a proportion of married persons as that of England. 
Therefore marriage, though deferred, is not foregone to a greater 
extent there than here. Fecundity is seemingly as great there as 
here, where suffered to exert itself without artificial hindrance. 

* In the town of St. Etienne (department Loire, population 94,432) 993 
marriages and 3,686 births were recorded in 1856, the deaths being only 2,334 ' n 
number. 

+ Not a sufficient amelioration, however, to render the French rural districts 
more healthful than ours. 
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There remains, therefore, only to attribute the low ratio of births to 
late marriages and artificial hindrances to fecundity, unless indeed 
fecundity itself varies from natural causes in a manner which (being 
complicated with other influences tending to diminish the number 
of births) we have no means of measuring. 

The causes which are found to operate in our own country, upon 
the number of births, are reducible to the varying means of subsis- 
tence and the more constant powers of fecundity and of prudential 
restraint. If unchecked by failure of means, the proportion of 
population in the married state tends to rise and the births attain a 
high level, say, 38 to 40 per 1,000 inhabitants. Where amplitude 
of material resources is coincident with recklessness as to the 
future, a still higher ratio of births may be obtained. But where 
opportunities of finding subsistence are limited, the very healthful- 
ness of a place often brings into operation the prudential check, 
and prevents the births rising to nearly so high a point as they 
otherwise might easily reach. For in that case the surplus of births 
over deaths tends to accommodate itself to the opportunities alluded 
to, and if the deaths be not numerous, this surplus may be consider- 
able, even with a birth-rate of no more than 28 or 30 per 1,000. 

In France the proportion of births is about 26*4 per 1,000, 
while the death-rate, which is a little higher than with us, reaches 
about 23*2. 

Shall wo venture to assert that almost all Trance is in an unpros- 
perous condition, or shall we rather decide that the low ratio of 
births and the consequent stationary condition of the French popu- 
lation is the result of a system of restraint, productive of health and 
comfort to those who practise it and favourable to the accumulation 
of wealth ? 

The statistics of French trade and production ought to enable us 
to answer this question. If we find the, land badly cultivated and 
comparatively unproductive, the trade limited and unprosperous, 
and the manufacturing centres dividing with the metropolis such 
increase of population as actually takes place ; if we find the average 
means of the Frenchman (measured by the table spread for the 
nation by agriculture and commerce) to be meagre and unsatisfac- 
tory ; if we find both the education and the mortality of France in 
a worse condition than among ourselves ; I am afraid we must 
rather ascribe the low ratios of births to necessity than to choice ; 
especially as there is reason to suppose that the ordinary restrictions 
are removed wherever successful manufactures encourage such a 
proceeding, the birth-rates in such neighbourhoods being compara- 
tively high. 

Of course, in making such an estimate as this, it would become 
necessary to compare the annual consumption with the modicum of 
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food and raiment which in the climate and according to the manners 
of France are necessary for comfortable subsistence. A difficult 
point to determine, but one which may be rendered easier of solu- 
tion by a number of calculations published by M. Le Play, and by 
the estimates in the official agricultural statistics. I must leave 
this very interesting subject to other and abler inquirers than 
myself; but I may add, that the growth of the towns in the face of 
a stationary number of provincial constituents, would indicate an 
unsatisfactory state of things, unless these towns were supported by 
external trade, or derived their increase from the augmented means 
and consequent expenditure of their rural customers. Perhaps the 
agricultural class, made painfully aware of the limit of subsistence 
by the subdivided state of the land, feel the necessity of restraint 
more acutely than the denizens of cities, among whom the success 
of individuals partakes more of the character of a lottery. The 
surplus inhabitants from the country districts would also crowd into 
the towns in search of employment. 

May there not, indeed, be good ground for thinking that the 
circumstances of France do not admit of a change for the better, 
unless one of a very gradual description ? The diminutive allotments 
of land are perhaps in most cases incapable of further subdivision. 
They are burdened with an infinity of mortgages in favour of the 
relatives of their former possessors. The present holders have not 
room for the advantageous introduction of modern improvements, nor 
the capital which would be required for bringing about such improve- 
ments, nor the intelligence necessary for making the best of what 
they have. The bulk of the population, being themselves producers, 
do not come into the market except to compete with one another ; 
consequently prices are low for that portion of their crops which 
they are compelled to realize. The low prices of provisions are thus 
a positive evil to the greater part of the population. Until, by the 
development of French manufactures and commerce, more favour- 
able returns are secured to the producer ; until the system of small 
allotments begins to be abandoned, and the proprietors, disposing, of 
their land, begin to carry their labour and capital to the best market ; 
until then, we may perhaps see no change in a condition of things 
which must make Frenchmen feel as if in the grasp of an inexorable 
destiny, and which has perhaps produced that passion for war which 
unfortunately distinguishes our neighbours on the other side of the 
channel. Scarcely any poor rural family can in France be raised 
from obscurity except by the military prowess of one of its members. 
And the gaps left in the population by the conscription must be a 
source of relief to a people so hindered from obeying the natural 
tendency to comply with the law, which bids us "increase and 
" multiply, and replenish the earth." 
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One word more, and I have done. Does it not seem an unnatural 
and short-sighted proceeding, to endeavour to restrict the increase of 
the human race, that they may not outstrip the means of subsistence, 
rather than encourage them to go on conquering new realms of 
science and art, and, what is more to the purpose, extending the 
production of things useful and necessary, so as to support the 
increasing population in a constantly improving manner, until 
perhaps a really humane and civilized state of society is at last 
arrived at ? 

If we compare the experience of England and Ireland, it may be 
seen that the spirit and character of a people alone determine their 
destiny, and that while one race will multiply its numbers until the 
lowest form of subsistence fails them, another will increase as 
rapidly, and constantly keep improving its social condition. There- 
fore I say, let not any theory sway us which regards men as merely 
units, and leaves out of view their ambition and their powers ; let 
us rather believe that, with faith in the future, we may go on adding 
new nations to the Anglo-Saxon race, and continually expanding our 
resources and our power, while nations which, like Prance, prefer 
what is really a stagnant protective* system, as opposed to one of 
free competition, may preserve but can scarcely increase either 
their power or their civilization. 

* That this is true will appear on considering that the essence of protection is to 
repress production, from a fear of its outstripping the demand ; in this case, the pro- 
duction of men, not of goods, has to be restricted, but the object is the same, viz., 
to raise the market price of the restricted article, or hinder it from falling. 



1866.] Weltok — On French Population Statistics. 

APPENDIX. 



271 



Table I.— Centesimal Proportion of Total Value of Agricultural Produce coming under 

each of the Heads specified. 



Divisions. 


Wheat 
and 
Oats. 


Rye, 
Meteil, 

and 
Buck- 
wheat. 


Barley. 


Maize. 


Wine. 


Artifi- 
cial 
Mea- 
dows. 


Pota- 
toes. 


Boots, 
Beans, 


Olives, 
Mul- 
berries, 

&.C. 


Pas- 
turages. 




46-7 

42-9 

3^ - 4 
45"9 
49 - 7 
43 "4 
4S - 6 
29"! 


9-3 

7-1 

11-5 

27-9 
8-1 

7-3 

10-8 
6-4 
6-3 


3-5 
1-8 

7-1 

4-4 
3-4 
4-9 
4-0 
3-0 
8-7 


•3 
•3 

•4 
•5 


"9 
4-0 

'3 

•1 

6-5 

IO'O 

12-8 
6- 7 
7*i 


7-3 
11-4 

7-8 

3-3 

5-5 
8-7 
7-4 
5-8 
4-6 


3-0 
2-4 

1-5 

2-7 
2-5 
2-8 
21 
8-8 
13-1 


21-3 
123 

11-7 

12-0 

14-3 

7-6 

5-8 

8-8 

13 -5 


i"5 

■5 

"5 

•7 
•4 

•2 

•4 
•1 

2 - 4 


6-5 




5-3 


Western Normandy "1 


165 




12-4 
131 




8-6 




13-3 




144 




14-7 






Average (northern") 


46-4 


9-8 


4-0 


•1 


5*0 


7-6 


3-5 


12-5 


•7 


10-4 




36'6 
35"9 
38-4 
21-4 

39'4 

*S'i 
42 - o 
41-8 


10-9 
10-8 
1-5 
29-1 
4-4 
73 
8-1 
VI 


2-3 
•6 
•5 

2-3 
•8 
•6 
•5 

9-4 


2-8 
•1 
1 
•3 

5-2 
22-3 

86 

1-0 


14*6 

8-3 
26-6 

5 '4 
24-2 
io-8 
i3-« 

20*0 


5-1 
7-8 
5-8 
2-2 
31 
1-3 
6-7 
•7 


4-5 
6-7 
2-4 
4-6 
2-5 
1-5 
3-5 
2-7 


7-8 
4-6 
5-2 
51 
6-7 
8-7 
63 
4-0 


•9 

9'i 
H'3 

2 - 2 

1 '4 

1 "3 

"9 

16*7 


14-7 




160 


Mediterranean coast .... 


53 

27'4 




12-2 




21-1 




9-9 




2-0 






Average (southern! 


34' 2 


116 


1-4 


3-9 


15-6 


4-3 


3-7 


6-2 


3-8 


15-3 




4i"9 


10-5 


31 


IS 


8-9 


6-4 


35 


10-3 


1-8 


12-2 
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Table II. — Value of Crops and Animal Products, in Francs per Head, on Population 

of 1856. 



Divisions. 


Wheat 
and 
Oats. 


Rye, 
Meteil, 

and 
Buck- 
wheat. 


Barley 


Maize. 


Wine. 


Artifi- 
cial 
Mea- 
dows. 


Pota- 
toes. 


Beet, 

Roots, 

Beans, 

&e. 


Olives, 
Mul- 
berries, 


Pastur- 
ages. 


Domes- 
tic 
Animals. 


l'otnl. 




9° 

83 

70 

39 
19 
118 
82 
78 
38 


18 
11 

19 

30 
14 
17 
20 
11 
8 


7 
3 

12 

5 

6 

12 

8 

5 

11 


1 

1 
1 


2 

6 

1 

11 

24 
24 

12 

9 


14 
17 

13 

4 

9 

21 

14 

10 

6 


6 
4 

2 

3 
4 
7 
4 
15 
17 


41 
19 

19 

13 
25 
18 
11 
15 
18 


3 
3 


12 

8 

27 

13 
23 
20 
25 
25 
19 


107 

94 

70 

52 

70 

125 

92 

85 
82 


29S) 




245 


Western Normandy, "1 


235 

159 
242 




362 




281 




256 




211 






Northern divisions 


78 


16 


7 


— 


8 


13 


6 


21 


1 


17 


88 


256 




5* 

51 

5* 

28 

62 

24 
62 

5* 


15 

15 

2 

38 
7 
7 

12 
2 


3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
12 


4 

8 
21 
13 

1 


21 
12 
36 
7 
38 
10 
20 
25 


7 
11 
8 
3 
5 
1 
10 
1 


6 
9 
3 
6 
4 
1 
5 
3 


11 

7 
7 
7 
10 
8 
9 
5 


1 

13 
19 

3 
2 
1 

1 

21 


21 
23 

7 
36 
19 
20 
15 

2 


65 
56 
51 
59 
56 
48 
63 
32 


208 




199 


Mediterranean coast 


187 
191 
213 
143 




211 
157 






Southern divisions 


48 


16 


2 


5 


22 


6 


5 


9 


s 


21 


57 


197 




66 


16 


5 


2 


H 


10 


6 


16 


3 


19 


75 


232 
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Table III. — Proportion of Persons Married who could not Sign their 
Names, and of Marriages, Births, and Deaths to Population in 1856. 



Divisions. 


To every 100 Marriages, 

the Number 

who could not Sign. 


To every 1,000 Inhabitants. 




Males. 


Females. 


Marriages. 


Births.* 


Deaths.* 




30-2 
12-6 
26-1 
57-1 
46-4 
14'3 
49'0 
5-4 
2-5 
27-0 
34-4 
33-7 
45-7 
42-7 
35-3 
38-8 
38-1 


39-6 
21-8 
32-8 
68'0 
66-0 
22-8 
61-8 
13-2 
5-9 
41-4 
58-8 
61-4 
66-3 
68-0 
72-4 
69-7 
82-5 


V9 
8-9 

7'o 

7'4 
8-o 

7-7 
7 - 9 
7-5 
8-1 

8-4 
8-i 
7 - 7 
8-3 
6-9 
7'7 
8-2 


28-1 
27-4 

" - 3 
29'8 
24' 9 
23'7 
27'3 

32"3 
27-1 
*9"5 
28"9 
27-9 

22'0 
25-0 

24'6 
30-8 


2I - 6 




*3'5 
19-9 

28-3 
20*3 


Western Normandy, &c 








23"3 






I3"i 
*4*3 

25 - 4 
27'o 

24-9 












24-7 

24'5 










31 1 


47-0 


7-9 


26 - 4 


23-2 




f Department Seine (Paris) 


5-3 
18-8 


151 

27-4 


io-3 
7'9 


3f6 
*4 - 7 


*4' 3 
23-0 



* Still-births not included. 



Table IV. — Proportions Married in the Year 1850, at the respective Ages, 
under 25, 25 to 00, and above 30. 





To every 100 Males. 


To every 100 Females. 


Divisions. 


Under 
25. 


25 to 30. 


30 and 
upwards. 


Under 
25. 


25 to 30. 


30 and 
upwards. 




31.0 

27-8 

24-4 
20-8 

*3'3 
29*1 
32'i 
18-6 

i6-3 

21-8 
21-6 

28-4 
25-0 

31-5 

18-5 

27-7 

26 - 2 


33-6 
33-8 

31*5 

31-5 
33'3 
36-3 
34" 5 
33-8 
32"9 
33"3 
29-9 

32"9 
32-6 

3°'9 
30-8 

33"4 
3°"9 


35'4 
38-4 
44-1 

47 - 7 
43 '4 
34 - 7 
33'4 
47-6 
50-8 
40 
48-5 
38-7 
4^-3 
37 - 6 
50-7 

38-9 
42-9 


55-8 
57-5 

48-1 

42-7 
47-7 
600 
60-2 
41-2 
36-1 
53-9 
51-5 
63-2 
54-9 
59-7 
47-3 
59-7 
58-3 


23 '0 
19-8 

24-1 

25-9 
24-7 
20-8 
19-9 
28-1 
31-9 
22-5 
24.-3 
19-4 
23-5 
18-9 
25-0 
2r<5 
21-3 


21-2 




22-6 


Western Normandy and 1 


27-7 
313 




27-6 




19-3 




19-9 




30-7 




32-0 




23-6 




24-2 




17-3 
21-6 




213 




26-7 




18-7 




20'5 








26 - o 


33"° 


41 "o 


53-9 


22-6 


23-5 


* Department Seine (Paris) 


I7'9 
3«-i 


34"9 
3*'9 


47-2 
3i'o. 


49-5 
64-3 


22-7 
17-5 


27-9 
18-2 



T 2 
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Table V. — Proportion of Population Unmarried, 1856. 



[June, 





Males. 


Females. 


Age. 


Population. 


Unmarried. 


Per Cent. 
Unmarried. 


Population. 


Unmarried. 


Per Cent. 
Unmarried. 


0—15 

15—20 ..„ 

20—30 

30—40 

40—50 , 

50—60 , . 

60—70 , 

70—80 

80—90 

90 and up- 1 
wards.... J 


5,011,917 
1,535,825 
2,766,946 
2,683,605 
2,300,858 
1,815,659 
1,079,961 
505,568 
94,096 

5,879 


5,011,917 

1,532,236 

1,940,358 

693,168 

314,516 

177,437 

86,078 

34,591 

6,597 

537 


IO0"O 

99-8 
?o" i 

25-8 

i3'7 
9-8 
8-0 
6-8 
7-0 

9 -i 


4,874,837 
1,530,077 
3,037,883 
2,646,501 
2,261,996 
1,834,038 
1,252,803 
568,925 
123,020 

9,361 


4,874,837 

1,454,587 

1,617,829 

591,045 

330,932 

227,839 

147,938 

61,501 

11,964 

1,052 


IOO'O 

95'i 
53'3 
" - 3 
14/6 
13-4 
n-8 
io-8 
9'7 




17,800,314 


9,797,435 


— 


18,139,444 


9,319,524 


— 




Great Britain and Islands in British Seas, 1851. 


Age. 


Males. 


Females. 




Population. 


Unmarried. 


Per Cent. 
Unmarried. 


Population. 


Unmarried. 


Per Cent. 
Unmarried. 


0—15 , ., 

15—20 

20—30 , 
30—40 . 

40—50 

50—60 

60—70 

70—80 

90 and up- "1 
wards.,., J 


3,739,324 

1,025,419 

1,738,753 

1,323,264 

1,001,236 

695,949 

437,396 

208,661 

50,038 

3,518 


3,739,324 

1,020,878 

1,110,421 

303,491 

137,418 

75,382 

41,192 

17,415 

3,483 

314 


IOO"0 

99-6 
<>3 "9 

n-i 

io*8 
9 - 4 
8-3 

To 

8-9 


3,692,218 

1,045,317 

1,934,189 

1,418,353 

1,056,705 

749,383 

507,750 

256,143 

69,559 

6,302 


3,692,218 

1,019,393 

1,086,256 

320,969 

156,001 

97,294 

64,861 

32,236 

8,778 

799 


lOO'O 

97 - 5 
$6-1 

22 - 6 
14-8 
13-0 

iz-8 

12*6 
12-6 

12-7 




10,223,558 


6,449,318 




10,735,919 


6,478,805 


— 
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Table VI. — Marriage-Rates. The Order in which the Divisions are 
placed, being nearly that which they took in 1857, Ranging from the 
Highest to the Lowest Rate. 



Highest — 

Lower Seine 

„ Gtaronne 

Middle Loire 

Flanders 

Upper Seine 

Lower Saone 

Mediterranean coast 

Lowest — 

Lorraine 

Western Brittany ... 

Lower Loire 

Alsace 

Alps 

Auvergne 

Western Normandy.. 

Upper Garonne 

Corsica 

Adour 



Average of Prance 



Marriages to every 1,000 Inhabitants. 



1842. 



9-0 
8-6 
9'6 
8-1 
8-2 
8-4 
8'3 

7-5 

7-5 

8-7* 

7-9 

7-8 

7-9 

7-6 

7-8 

7-3 

6-8 



8-2 



1844. 



8-5 

8-3 
8-8 

7'9 
8-i 
7-8 

7'9 

rs 

7-6 

8-o* 

7'4 
7-6 

7 - 7 

r$ 

7"4 
7-i 
y-2, 



V9 



1855. 



8-8 

8-1 

8-0 

7-7* 

9-0 

8-0 

8-1 

7-4 

6-8 

7-3 

6-0 

8-4* 

7-9 

7-2 

8-1* 

6-7 

6'6 



1856. 



8-9 

8'3 

77* 

7'9 

8-o 

8-i 

8-1 



7-9 
7'0 
7 - 4 
7-5 
8-4* 

7-7 

7-2 

7-7 

8-2* 

6-9 



7"9 



1857. 



9-2 
8-8 
8-4 
8-3 
8-1 
8-1 
8-0 

8-3* 

8-0 

8-0 

7-9 

7-9 

7-9 

7-8 

7-3 

7-2 

0-5 



8-2 



Note.— An asterisk (*) has been placed against those ratios, which do not 
accord with the order of divisions adopted above. On the whole, the figures 
exhibit a great deal of regularity. 

The ratio 8-9 per 1,000, in the division of the Lower Seine in 1856, was 
compounded of io-j per 1,000 in department Seine (Paris), and T9 P er L 000 in 
the remaining departments. 
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Table VII. — Birth-Bates. The Order in which the Divisions are placed, 
being that which they took in 1856, Banging from the Highest to the 
Lowest Bate. 



Highest— 

Alsace 

Corsica 

Western Brittany ... 

Alps 

Mediterranean coast 

Next to Highest — 

Flanders 

Auvergne 

Lower Seine , 

Middle Loire 

Lower Saone 



Third Order— 

Lorraine 

Adour 

Lower Loire „ 

Upper Garonne 



Lowest — 

Upper Seine 

Lower G-aronne 

Western Normandy.. 



Average of France 



Births (Living) to 1,000 Inhabitants. 



1842. 



37-0 
32-0 
31-7 
31-6 
31-9 

29'0 

30-4 

28-1* 

31-1 

30-2 

27-9 
28-0 
28-1 
28-9 

25-2 
24-7 
22-6 



28-7 



1844. 



34 -6 
3o'6 

3i"3 
297 
29"5 

zy6 

z9 - o 

26- 5 * 

28-6 

27-7 

ZT1 
27 - 2 
26-6 

27*2 

24" I 
24-4 
21-8 



27-3 



1855. 



185G. 



27-3 
28-7 
27-1 
28-6 
27-2 

26-4 
26-8 
25'9 
26-6 
24-9* 

23-6 
25-0 
23-7 
23-5 

22-5 
22-1 
20-5 



25-0 



32'3 
30-8 
29-8 

29'5 
28-9 



28-1 

27'9 

27-4 
27-3 
27-1 

25-2 
25'0 
24-9 
24 - 6 

237 

22'0 
21'3 



26'4 



1857. 

30-9 
28-9 
30-3 
28-0 
293 

29-6* 
26-4 
28 '0 
26-0 
26-5 

25-6 
23 6 
23-6 
23-1 

230 
21-7 
21-0 



26-1 



Note. — The irregular ratios are marked with an asterisk, and it will be seen 
at a glance how little they disturb the general order of the divisions. 
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Table VIII. — Death-Raies. The Order in which the Divisions are placed, 
being in accordance with that of the Minimum Bates in 1855-57, Ranging 
from the Highest to the Lowest Rate. 



Highest — 
Western Brittany ... 
Mediterranean coast 

Auvergne 

Alps 

Lower Saone 

„ Seine 



Medium — 

Adour 

Middle Loire ... 

Alsace 

Upper Garonne 
Corsica 



Lowest — 

Flanders 

Lower Garonne 

Upper Seine 

Lorraine 

Lower Loire 

Western Normandy.. 



Average of France 



Deaths (exclusive of Still-births) to 1,000 Inhabitants. 



1842. 1844. 1855. 1856. 1857. 



26-2 

30-7 

22'8* 

25-1 

25-3 

26-6 

22-8* 

24-5 

27'0* 

23-1* 

21-5* 

24-5 
23'7 
22-9 
24-1 
22-1 
21-0 



24-4 



z4'o 

22*1* 

24 - 

23-6 

*3 -1 

20*5* 
2I"0 

23'V* 

22 - I 
20'8 

22*2* 

ig/8 

20'6 
2I - 9* 

19-1 

19*0 



u-9 



29-1 
30-4 
25-6 
27-9 
26-0 
27-7 

31-5* 

24-7 

32-4* 

24-4 

32-3* 

25-9* 

23-7 

23-0 

25-7* 

20-5 

23-3 



26-0 



28-3 
27"0 

24-9 

25 '4 
*4'3 

23'5* 

247* 
*3'3 
23 -1 
23-7 

21-6 

2r - 2 

2I - I 

21 - 2 

20-3 
19-9 



23-2 



27'2 
25-9 
25-6 
24-7 
260 
25-9 

23-5 

25-0* 

23-3 

22-8 

22-6 

22-7* 

21-7 

21-6 

20'9 

21-0 

21-1 



23-8 



Note. — The irregular ratios are again distinguished by an asterisk, and are 
rather numerous. For Adour and Corsica, however, the ratios appear some- 
times too high, and then again too low for the position assigned, and these 
contradictory fluctuations may be considered as neutralising each other. 
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Table IX. — Ratios of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in certain Depart- 
ments, showing the extreme Birth and Death-Bates, in the Groups 
of Departments constituting the several Divisions. 



Division. 



Department. 



Per 1,000 Inhabitants. 



Births. Deaths. Marriages 



Flanders \ 

lower Seine < 

Western Normandy < 
Western Brittany ... 



Lower Loire -i 

Upper Seine 

Middle Loire 

Lorraine i 

Alsace -j 

Lower Saone < 

Alps \ 

Mediterranean coast -I 
Auvergne ■< 

Lower Garonne < 

Adour ■! 

Upper Garonne < 



Nord 

Ardennes 

Seine 

Seine Inferieure .... 
Eure 

Mayenne 

Orne 

Finistere 

Morbihan 

Ille and Vilaine .... 

Loire Inferieure .... 
Maine and Loire .... 
Deux Sevres 

Marne 

Tonne 

Meuse 

Loiret 

Indre 

„ and Loire .... 

Moselle 

Vosges 

Meurthe 

Bhin Haut 

„ Bas 

Isere 

Saone and Loire .... 
Ain 

Ardeche 

Alpes Hautes 

Drome 

Gard 

Tar 

Loire 

Aveyron 

Creuse 

Dordogne 

Lot and Garonne.... 
Gers 

Landes 

Pyrenees Hautes .... 

Pyrenees Orientales 
Tarn and Garonne 
Garonne Haut 



32-5 
231 

31-6 
28-2 
19-2 

23-3 
19-0 

333 

29-2 
26-6 

26-9 
21-8 
23-0 

261 
22-2 
23 5 

30-1 
28-1 
20-8 

26-2 
253 
23-4 

33-7 
310 

28-6 
28-5 
23-3 

31-6 
29-8 
27-2 

31-5 
24-3 

34-1 
29-0 
21-7 

25-3 
18-5 
18-7 

28-3 
230 

309 
20-2 

22-0 



22'7 
I 9 -I 

24-3 
24'8 
""3 

21-3 

i8-8 
3i-6 

22"9 
21-8 

i9"5 

l8"2 

2f 9 

20-8 

19*6 
24*0 

26 - 2 

19*0 

20*6 

*3 - * 

'9*3 
23*4 

22 - 9 

37*7 

22*7 
22*9 

24"9 

29'! 

23"2 
28-4 

25*8 
29*2 

20"9 

24*0 
18-1 

25*5 
23 - o 

27-5 
21-9 

20 - 9 



8-2 
7-4 

103 
7-9 

7-1 

7-6 
6-7 

8-6 
6'6 
5'5 

7-2 

7-2 
69 

8-0 
7-4 
7-7 

7 '8 
7-3 

7-7 

7-0 
8-7 
7-8 

7-9 
7-2 

7-0 
8-5 

7-2 

a-4 

6-9 
8-6 

8-2 
8-1 

8-5 

7-5 
66 

8-3 
8-2 

8-2 

8-0 
6'1 

8-1 
8-2 

7-7 
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Table X. — Ratios of Births, Deaths, and Marriages to Population in 
England and Wales, Prance, and Belgium. 





Per 1,000 Inhabitants. 




England ancl "Wales. 


France. 


Belgium. 




Births. 


Deaths. 


Marriages. 


Births. 


Deaths. 


Marriages. 


Births. 


Deaths. 


Marriages. 


1841 .... 


32-4 


21-7 


7-7 


28-5 


*3'5 


8-3 


33-9 


23-8 


73 


'42 .... 


32-3 


21*8 


7-4 


28-5 


H"3 


81 


326 


24-9 


7-0 


'43 .... 


32-5 


21'4 


7-6 


28-4 


23 '4 


8-2 


31-9 


2 3'3 


6-8 


'44 .... 


32-9 


21-7 


8-0 


27-7 


22-3 


8-0 


31-8 


22-5 


7-0 


1845 .... 


32-7 


2I"0 


8-6 


28-3 


21-5 





32-2 


23 "0 


6-9 


'46 .... 


34-0 


23"! 


8-6 


27-8 


23'5 


7-6 


27-8 


25"I 


60 


'47 .... 


31-6 


24'8 


8-0 


25-9 


24' 1 


7-0 


27-2 


27-7 


5-6 


'48 .... 


32-7 


23-2 


8-0 


26-7 


*rl 


8-2 


27-8 


25-0 


6-6 


'49 .... 


33-2 


*5"3 


8-2 


27-9 


27 - 6 


7-8 


30-5 


27-9 


7-3 


1850 .... 


33-8 


21'0 


8-7 


27-0 


21-8 


8-4 


30-0 


21*2 


7-7 


'51 .... 


34-6 


22"2 


8-7 


27-4 


22-8 


8-0 


30-3 


21 '4 


75 


'52 .... 


34-6 


22"6 


8-8 


26-8 


"'5 


7-8 


301 


21-5 


7-0 


'53 .... 


33-6 


23"I 


9-0 


25-9 


22 "O 


7-7 


28-5 


22-4 


6-8 


'54 .... 


34-5 


23-8 


8-7 


25-7 


27*6 


7-5 


29-3 


22"9 


6-5 


1855 .... 


34-2 


22 - 9 


8-2 


25-1 


26-1 


7-9 


27-8 


24-9 


6-6 


'56 .... 


35-0 


20-8 


8-5 


26-4 


23-2 


7-9 


29-6 


21-5 


7-3 


'57 .... 


34-8 


22'0 


8-4 


26-0 


23-8 


8-2 


314 


22-7 


8-2 


1841-45 


32-6 


*'"5 


7-9 


28-3 


23-0 


8-1 


32-5 


23'5 


7-0 


'46-50 


33-1 


23*5 


8-3 


27-1 


24-1 


7-8 


28-7 


*5'4 


6-6 


'51-57 


34-5 


" - 5 


8-6 


26-2 


24'0 


7-9 


29-6 


22-5 


7-1 



Table XI. — Births to One Marriage. The Divisions are Arranged in the 
Order of the Ratios for 1855-66-67, beginning with the Highest. 



Highest — 

Alsace 

Corsica 

Western Brittany ... 

Adour 

Alps 

Mediterranean coast 

Flanders 

Auvergne , 

Lowest — 

Lower Saone 

Middle Loire 

Lower „ 

Lorraine 

Upper Q-aronne 

Lower Seine „,. 

Upper „ 

Western Normandy 
Lower Garonne 



1842 and 1844. 



4-7 
4-4 
4-2 
3-9 
4-0 
3-8 
3-5 
3-8 



3-6 
33 
3-3 
37 
37 
31 
30 
2-9 
2-9 



1855-56-57. 



4-2 
4-0 

4-0 
3"7 
3"5 
3-5 
3'5 
3'4 



3 - z 
3*2 

3"* 

3'* 

3"° 
3"° 
2-8 
2-8 
2-6 



Decrease. 



0-5 
04 
0-2 
0-2 
0-5 
0-3 

04 



0-4 
01 

o-i 

0-6 
0-7 
0-1 
0-2 
0-1 
0-3 
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Table XII. — Population, with Births, Deaths, and 





Population. 


Births (Living). 






1841. 


1846. 


1856. 


1842. 


1844. 


1856. 






3,191,379 
3,847,084 
2,367,531 
2,180,755 
1,936,184 
1,955,028 
1,706,309 
1,938,770 
1,024,888 


3,283,510 
4,062,136 
2,387,831 
2,276,408 
2,027,488 
1,988,359 
1,781,645 
1,961,415 
1,067,581 


3,369,495 
4,414,254 
2,344,760 
2,282,955 
2,120,497 
1,949,994 
1,842,009 
1,880,518 
1,063,297 


92,591 
107.919 
53,618 
69,192 
54,352 
49> 2 72 
53,io3 
54,133 
37,9i6 


90,708 
107,478 

5 1 ,945 
71,308 

53,944 
47,928 
50,967 
53,539 
36,958 


94,616 

120,765 

49,838 

67,985 

52,764 
46,120 
50,270 
47,342 
34,3i6 




Western Normandy 
„ Brittany .... 


























20,147,928 


20,836,373 


21,267,779 


572,096 


5 6 4,775 


564,014 






2,313,612 

964,606 

1,697,498 

3,285,692 

2,832,694 

983,956 

1,782,729 

221,463 


2,392,658 
989,464 
1,809,332 
3,402,940 
2,908,846 
1,007,337 
1,826,105 
230,171 


2,445,266 

989,821 

1,934,300 

3,444,589 

2,937,228 

992,130 

1,788,068 

240,183 


69,985 

3°,45 8 
54,203 
99,9" 
70,101 

27,505 

51,559 

7,078 


66,172 
29,357 
53,357 
98,600 
70,914 
27,390 
49,72i 
7,038 


66,156 
29,185 
55,922 
96,191 
64,589 
24,763 
43,900 
7,396 








Mediterranean coast 














14,082,250 


14,566,853 


14,771,585 


410,800 


402,549 


388,102 






34,230,178 


35,403,226 


36,039,364 


982,896 


967,324 


952,116 









Table XIII. — Showing the Departments comprised in each Division. 



Flanders. — Departments : Kord, Pas de Calais, Somme, Aisne, Ardennes. 

Lowes Seine. — Departments : Seine Inferieure, Oise, Seine and Marne, Seine, 
Seine and Oise, Eure and Loir, Eure. 

Western Normandy and Maine. — Departments : Calvados, Manche, Orne, 
Mayenne, Sarthe. 

Western Brittany. — Departments : Die and Vilaine, Morbihan, Cotes du Nord, 
Einistere. 

Lower Loire. — Departments : Loire Inferieure, Maine and Loire, Vendee, Deux 
Sevres, Vienne. 

Upper Seine. — Departments : Meuse, Marne, Haute Marne, Aube, Yonne, Cote 
d'Or. 

Middle Loire. — Departments : Loiret, Loir and Cher, Indre and Loir, Indre, 
Cher, Nievre. 

Lorraine, &c. — Departments : Moselle, Meurthe, Vosgcs, Haute Saonc, Doubs. 
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Marriages in France during the Three Years stated. 





Deaths. 


Marriages. 






1842. 


1844. 


1856. 


1842. 


1844. 


1856. 






78,250 


72,869 


72,634 


25.934 


25,989 


26,695 


Flemish frontier 




102,318 


93,699 


103,864 


34,554 


34>7oi 


39,io7 


Lower Seine 




49,636 


45,447 


46,617 


18,033 


17,834 


16,988 


Western Normandy 




57,192 


54,620 


64,718 


16,392 


17,410 


16,068 


„ Brittany 




42,746 


38,647 


43,013 


16,878 


16,298 


15,643 


Lower Loire 




44,683 


40,941 


41,236 


16,064 


16,031 


i5,547 


Upper Seine 




41,797 


37,393 


42,920 


16,338 


15,636 


14,171 


Middle Loire 




46,749 


42,913 


39,808 


14,481 


14,761 


14,905 


Lorraine, &c. 




27,673 


25,324 


24,601 


8,122 


7,912 


8,005 


Alsace 




491,044 


451,853 


479,411 


166,797 


166,572 


167,129 






58,482 


56,582 


59,488 


19,512 


18,637 


19,827 


Lower Saone 




24,186 


23,763 


25,149 


7.553 


7,492 


8,283 


Alps 




52,043 


45,667 


52,233 


14,164 


H,359 


15,749 


Mediterranean coast 




74,908 


75,178 


85,724 


25,796 


26,096 


26,382 


Aurergne, &c. 




67,132 


57,672 


62,316 


24,296 


24,105 


24,439 


Lower Garonne 




22,457 


20,683 


24,470 


6,689 


7,213 


6,799 


Adour 




41,138 


40,349 


42,414 


13.990 


13,564 


13,818 


Upper Gai'onne 




4,762 


4,779 


5,877 


1,615 


1,629 


i,975 


Corsica 




345,108 


324,673 


357,671 


113,615 


ii3, 95 


117,272 






836,152 


776,526 


837,082 


280,412 


279,667 


284,401 


France 



Table XIII. — Showing the Departments — Contd. 



Alsace. — Departments : Bas Bhin, Haut Bhin. 

Lower Saone. — Departments : Jura, Saone and Loire, Ain, Bhone, Isere. 

Alps. — Departments : Hautes Alpes, Basses Alpes, Drome, Ardeche. 

Mediterranean Coast. — Departments : Var, Bouches du Bhone, Vaucluse, 
Gard, Herault. 

Auverone, &c. — Departments : Haute Vienne, Creuse, Allier, Puy de Dome, 
Loire, Haute Loire, Lozere, Ayeyron, Cantal, Correze. 

Lower Garonne. — Departments : Charente, Charente Inferieure, Gironde, 

Dordogne, Lot, Lot and Garonne, Gers. 

Adoitr. — Departments : Landes, Basses Pyrenees, Hautes Pyrenees. 

Upper Garonne. — Departments : Tarn and Garonne, Tarn, Haut Garonne, 
Ariege, Aude, Pyrenees Orientales. 

Corsica. — Department : Corse. 



